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Republic of the Union of Myanmar — Environmental Governance in Conflict 

Snapshot: Population ~55 million | GDP per capita ~US$1,400 | Fragility context: Conflict-affected 

state | Region: Southeast Asia 

Integrated Context 

Myanmar’s environmental challenges are unfolding in a context shaped by political instability and 

ongoing conflict, where governance systems have been significantly weakened. Pressures from 

deforestation, expanding mining activities, and increasing exposure to floods and cyclones are 

placing strain on ecosystems that millions of people depend on for their livelihoods. 

Forests and river systems remain central to rural economies, supporting agriculture, fisheries, and 

local resource use. However, these systems are under growing pressure. Unsustainable extraction 

practices, combined with limited regulatory oversight, have accelerated forest loss and contributed 

to soil erosion and watershed degradation. At the same time, climate change is intensifying the 

frequency and severity of floods and cyclones, particularly in vulnerable delta and coastal regions. 

In this setting, environmental management is closely tied to governance capacity. Strengthening 

resilience will require rebuilding systems that can support sustainable resource use, improve 

disaster preparedness, and enable communities to manage local ecosystems more effectively. 

Approaches that are flexible, locally grounded, and responsive to complex operating environments 

will be critical. 

Key Climate and Environmental Challenges 

• Ongoing deforestation and environmental impacts from mining 

• Increased exposure to flooding and cyclones 

• Soil erosion and degradation of watershed systems 

• Weak and fragmented environmental governance institutions 

GCCED Engagement Priorities 

• Supporting forest conservation and sustainable land management 

• Strengthening climate disaster preparedness and early warning systems 

• Promoting community-based natural resource governance 

• Advancing environmental policy research and institutional capacity building 

Strategic Note 

Myanmar’s resilience will depend on its ability to protect critical ecosystems while gradually 

rebuilding environmental governance systems. Strengthening local capacities and improving 

preparedness for climate-related disasters will be essential to reducing vulnerability in conflict-

affected regions. 

SDG Alignment: 13 • 15 • 16 

 


