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Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela — Environmental Collapse and Recovery 
Snapshot: Population ~28 million | GDP per capita ~US$3,500 | Fragility context: Institutional and 
economic crisis | Region: Latin America 
Integrated Context 
Venezuela’s environmental crisis reflects the broader trajectory of institutional decline and 
economic instability that has unfolded over the past decade. The country’s heavy dependence on 
oil has long shaped both its economy and its environmental footprint. Today, aging infrastructure, 
weak oversight, and limited transparency have contributed to persistent oil spills, water 
contamination, and widespread ecosystem damage—particularly in areas such as Lake Maracaibo 
and major river basins.  
At the same time, the expansion of illegal and informal mining—especially in the Orinoco and 
Amazon regions—has accelerated deforestation, polluted water systems with toxic substances such 
as mercury, and placed increasing pressure on indigenous communities and fragile ecosystems. 
These dynamics are occurring in one of the most biodiverse countries in the world, where 
environmental degradation is eroding both natural capital and local livelihoods.  
Urban areas face a different but equally pressing set of challenges. Declining public services, 
including waste management and water infrastructure, have led to worsening environmental 
conditions in cities, affecting public health and quality of life. Across sectors, weak regulatory 
enforcement and limited institutional capacity continue to constrain effective environmental 
management. 
Looking ahead, recovery will depend not only on addressing environmental damage, but also on 
rebuilding the governance systems needed to manage natural resources responsibly. This includes 
restoring oversight mechanisms, improving environmental transparency, and aligning economic 
recovery efforts with sustainability principles. 
Key Climate and Environmental Challenges 
• Widespread oil pollution and contamination of water systems 
• Illegal mining, deforestation, and ecosystem degradation 
• Deterioration of urban infrastructure and environmental services 
• Weak regulatory frameworks and limited environmental oversight 
GCCED Engagement Priorities 
• Strengthening environmental monitoring, data transparency, and accountability 
• Supporting urban environmental rehabilitation and basic service recovery 
• Promoting renewable energy and diversification beyond oil dependency 
• Rebuilding institutional capacity for environmental governance and regulation 
Strategic Note 
Environmental recovery in Venezuela is inseparable from institutional recovery. Re-establishing 
credible governance systems, restoring environmental oversight, and promoting more sustainable 
resource management will be essential to reversing ecological damage and supporting long-term 
resilience. 
SDG Alignment: 7 • 11 • 13 • 15 • 16 
 


