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Yemen — Water, War, and Climate Stress

Snapshot: Population ~40 million | GDP per capita ~US$634 | Fragility context: Fragile and
conflict-affected | Region: Middle East

Integrated Context

Yemen’s environmental crisis is inseparable from conflict, economic collapse, and the erosion of
public systems. Water scarcity, groundwater depletion, soil erosion, and drought were already
structural challenges before the war; years of conflict have deepened them by damaging
infrastructure, weakening institutions, and undermining agricultural recovery. Water remains the
central strategic issue. In many areas, aquifers are overdrawn, service networks are damaged or
poorly maintained, and households face rising costs for basic supply. Climate change is expected
to intensify heat stress and rainfall variability, further reducing agricultural productivity and rural
resilience. Because water insecurity affects both livelihoods and public health, adaptation in
Yemen must be framed around service restoration, efficient irrigation, low-cost renewable energy,
and support for local systems operating under severe constraint.

Key Climate and Environmental Challenges

e Groundwater depletion and scarcity

e Drought, heat, and crop decline

e Soil erosion and desertification

e Fragmented environmental governance

GCCED Engagement Priorities

e Water rehabilitation and efficiency
e Renewable energy for services

e Climate-smart agriculture support
e Local environmental governance

Strategic Note

Yemen requires climate action centered on water security, service recovery, and practical
adaptation measures that can function under prolonged institutional stress.
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